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Introduction

This policy brief highlights findings from a scoping study on child labor in the 
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PREVALENCE OF 
CHILD LABOR 

GROWING AREAS 

51 PERCENT AMONG 
BOYS AND 42 
PERCENT AMONG 
GIRLS.

WERE ENGAGED IN 
HAZARDOUS WORK, 
INCLUDING THE USE 
OF SHARP TOOLS, 
WORKING LONG 
HOURS, EXPOSURE 
TO AGROCHEMICALS, 
AND CARRYING HEAVY 
LOADS.

51%       42%

48%

Key Findings

4 in 10

Child labor in the CSC is more prevalent in Almost all child labor in the CSC happens 
close to production, either on or near 

 The nature 

difficulties in accessing education were 
 

The 

exacerbated child labor due to pandemic-

61%
MOST CHILDREN 
WORKING IN THE 
COFFEE SUPPLY 
CHAIN DID SO ON THE 
INSTRUCTION OF ONE 
OR BOTH PARENTS.

1 It is also almost three times the national child labor 
2
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Working in the coffee supply chain hinders children’s education.

 

well-being.

38% 54%

36x

38%

16%

25%

REPORTED BEING 
PUNISHED WHEN 
THEY MAKE MISTAKES 
OR FAIL TO FULFILL 
THE REQUIRED TASKS.

REPORTED 
SUFFERING/
EXPERIENCING AT 

RELATED INJURY OR 
ILLNESS OVER THE 
LAST 12 MONTHS.

OF CHILDREN IN 
HAZARDOUS CHILD 
LABOR REPORTED 
USING ANY PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE 

ONLY

      68%                    34%                 47%

temporarily stopped 

temporarily stopped 
going to school

tools were all reported to increase the 

shouted at
Insulted

assault those not exposed to any 

 

 is not 
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4

• 

• 

 

to share best practices and implement 

• Liberalization of the coffee 

commitment to social compliance 
and environmental responsibilities 

• 
business relationships in the 

 Coffee-

disclose sources for fear of 

• 
standards with smallholder 

and child labor is often hard to 

• 
processes.
companies and cooperatives have 

processes

• 
child labor are limited in their scope. 
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Policy and Programmatic Recommendations

1. 
To 

develop resilient and consistent 
to meet the entrenched vulnerabilities that 

• 

and child-sensitive social 

the vulnerabilities that lead 
families to send their children 

• 
access to education. 

school costs related to 

• 
for out-of-school 

2. 

effects of child labor on children’s health 

3. 

4. 

5. Train and empower local labor 
inspectors. 

prosecutions and convictions relative to 
the estimated number of child labor victims 

to train different enforcement actors and 
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Research Methods

representative sample of  
 households 

11 

• 

parents 

• 

• 

• 

 Members of the 

6.

chain. 

Develop a comprehensive social 
companies’ social compliance 

companies’ social compliance audit 
responsibilities to assist child labor 

a d

e
c

b
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